


• Tracking 
down unexplained aerial 

phenomena Is 
official business in France.' 

When an unidentified 
flying object Is re­
ported In .. United 
Slates local 8UlhOl'J. 
ties frequently dis. 
miss the alleged 
aighllng as a ho8x or 
mistake If th8 1nc1-
dent is~at 
al, I ii uutf done IO 
by a prlVal8 group of 
'11P8ld \10kneer lJ!O 
researchers cperal· 
ing on a lhoestr1ng 
budget Butin France. 
It's a dlfferant story. 
There. tracking down 
unexplained aerial 
phenomena ho be­
come aerlOU8 govern· 
ment buSlneas. 

It all began In 197l 
when the Centre Na· 

r-

tlonaJ D'EtudeS Spa· II 
tia/ea (ONES), wtich 
la roughly equlvaleril '° NASA. ,Stabliahed 
Gf.QUP D'Etudes l'tlenomenes AelospatialJ1c Non ld1'1bfies 
(GEfiAN) GEPAN, Ftench officlals declared. would not on1Y 
~UFO reports but would also direct studies of 811Y 
pt"*8f e...tdem8 relll8d to lhe &ilJ'6ig&. "The agency grew 
out of a public demand fdlowing testtmonies of UFO aight­
lngs from diltingul8hed French dtiz.an8. • GEPAN's chief. 
~ Yl&co. l8llte6. "The Hanch mifsy had 8lso 
eiQhted ~aerial phelK>mena and wanted some 
official expl8nilion. M 

Following 1t8 mandate. GEPAN has WQrked clcsely with 
French police to log'80m81,600 UFO reports over the past 
11 years. "The ma~· Velasco emphasiies. "have been 
explained aa natural ~~aircraft But thirty-eight 
peroent are atlll question matks.11 

~urred by thOSe question marks, CN~ rec:ently spon­
sored meeUngs In Paris and Toulouse to distuss GEPAN's 
IQ88arah and to exchange lnfol:matiOh With fl!>rejgn UFO re­
searchers. Among the topics covered ·were examples of 

1 
physic.al evidence left 
in the wake of UFO 
sightings "People will 
often point lO a mark 
on the ground or a 
broken tree branch 
and dismiss it be­
cause it courd be 
faked. · notes atten­
dee J. Allen Hynek. 
director of the Center 
for UFO Studies . 
based in SCottsdale. 
Arizona. ''Bui an 
American case was 
presented that tn­
volved people with ra­
dlatlOn bums on their 
eyes and bodies fol­
lowing a UFO en­
counter. No one is 
going to fake that." 

In one incident dts­
cussed at the meet­
ing by investigators. 
deformed vegetation 
was dtsCOVeTed 1n the 

French c:ountry8lde whefe a "flying saucer" reportedly 
landed ancl then zoomed «*8Y French police collected the 
damaged pllnlS. and GEPAN asked sc181'ltiSts to examine 
Iha vegelllion Their fi'IC:l1ngs? The plants had lost 50 per­
Cenl cf lheir chlorophyll Reseatchefs were unable to explain 
this deficit or to reproduce It In normal plarCs 

"We exchanged databases containing details of these 
caaes ra l'UD9dl a '*-8. • Hynek corn 1iei ds. "And we've 
agreed that when the French have a hot case. they11 trans­
mit it to ua, and we'll do the same with them. UFOs are a 
glObal phenomenon, and this kind of cooperation is enor­
moualy important If we are to understand what is going on " 

Wtrf haven't other governments followed France's lead 
and estabtiahed official channels for UFO Investigations? 
"There are reports that the USSR has a program similar to 
GEPAN'a," Velasco answers. "But In general. UFOs are not 
considered the domain of governments because they aren't 
seen as mllltary or security threats.• -SHERRY BAKER 
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