NASA'S NEXT STEPS
TOWARD THE STARS
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e Tracking
down unexplained aenal
phenomena is
official business in France.®

Whien an Unicientified
llying objec! is re-
potted n the United
States local suthork
ties trequently dis:
miss the alleged
sighting as-a hoax ar
mistake. |f tha inci-
dent Is invastigatec al
all, it is Usually tione 50
by & privaie group of
unpaid volunteer LIFO
resedrchars operat-
ing on a shossting
budget. Butin France:
its a different story,
There, racking down
unexplained aetrial
phenomena has be-
come sefials govern:
mantbusiness.

i the wake of UFD
sightings. *People wil
oiten pomni to a mark
on the ground aor 2
broken irees branch
and dismiss il be-
cause it could be
iaked,’ noies alten-
dee J. Allen Hynek,
director of the Center
for UFQC Studies,
based in Scotisdale,
Arizona. "‘Bul an
American case was
presented that In-
volved people with ra-
diation btirns an their
eyes and bodies: fol-
lowing & UFQ en-
counter, No one is

I all begarir 1977
when the Cantre Na-
tional D'Etudes Spa- —
tisles (ONES), which -
is roughly stulvalent =
to NASA, established s, ¥
Group D Etudes Phenomenes Aerospatiaux Nor identifies
(GEPAN), GEPAN, French officials declared. would nct only
irvastigate LIFO reporis but would aiso directstucies of any
physical evidence related 1o the sightings. “The agency grow
out of a public demand following testimonies of UFO sight-
ings from distinguished French cltizens,” GEPAN's chief,
sighted unexplained aerial phenomena and wanted some
official explanation.” :

Following its mandate; GEPAN has warksd cioseiy with
Franch palice to log seme 1,600 UFO reports over the past
11 years. “The majority,” Valasco emphasizes, “have been
expléined as nallral phanomena or aircraft. Bul thirty-eight
percent are stil question marks."

Spurred by those auestion marks, CNES recently spon+
sored meetings in Parls and Toulouss to discuss GEPAN's
research ang to exchiange informetion with foraign UFO re-
searchers. Among the topics covered weare examples of

going to fake thal.”

In one incident dis-
cugsed at the meet
ing by nvestigators,
deformed vegetation
was discovered in the
French countryside where a “llying saucer™ reportedly
{anded and then Zoomead away, French police coliscled the
damaged plants, and GEPAN asked scientisis o examine
the vagetation. Thar findings? The plants had lost 50 per-
cent of thelr chiorophyll. Researchers were unable i explain
this daficit or to reproduce il in normal piants.

"We exchanged databases containing details of these
cases and hundreds of others, " Hynek comments. And we've
agreed that when the French have a hot case; they'll rans-
mit it tous, and we'll do the same with them. UFOs are a
global phenomanan, and this kind of cooperation is enar-
maousty important if we are to understand wnat is going on.”

Why haven'l other governments followed France’s lead
and established official channels for UFQ investigations?
“There are reports that the USSHK has a program similar (o
GEPAN's," Velasco anewers: "But in general, UFOs are not
considemnd the domain of goverrments becayse theyaren't
sean as military or sacurity threats."—SHERRY BAKER
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